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Bicycle Review: Ellsworth Glimpse

August 7th, 2010 by % mountainbiketales
American Boutique Brand Goes Global

Change Is In The Air

Whereas once the words “Made in Taiwan” were a red flag to be suspect of quality and the name Ellsworth was
synonymous with “Made in the USA”, the 2010 Glimpse turns such traditions on their proverbial head. There is simply no
denying the reality that Asian manufacturing processes have improved in leaps and bounds in recent years, often times
with work-environments and product quality superior to that of anywhere else on the globe. Couple this to the fact that
lower overhead means savings that can be passed down to the customer and Ellsworth’s decision to take things abroad
becomes incredibly clear.

Going Global

Like all Ellsworth models, the Glimpse is actually born right here in the USA as its seamless aluminum tubeset is spec’ed
and drawn in the States before being shipped off for welding and assembly at a factory in Taiwan. Brand purists drawn
to the boutique ideal of everything being hand-built domestically needn’t fear any detectable changes in quality or
construction with the Glimpse as test riders unaware of the model’s back story had no trouble believing this was but
another of Ellsworth’s custom builds.

Specs

The Ellsworth Glimpse spec sheet reads pretty well with Fox suspension providing the terrain-leveling task (32 Float R
fork & Float R shock). Aside from an Easton Monkey Lite XC bar and WTB saddle, the entire drivetrain/ cockpit controls
(including brakes and levers) goes the way of the Shimano SLX group. Lastly Kenda Nevegals are the chosen tire wrapped
on Ellsworth’s proprietary All Mountain hoops.

All told our medium test bike weighed in at 28.2 pounds with pedals (not included) and a bike identical to ours can be
had for $3,298.95.
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At a Glimpse

While 5-inches of suspension travel is certainly no longer big-hit territory, the Glimpse is one of those holdouts that
treats its numbers big and meaty. Marketing guys would tell you in a heartbeat that this bike represents the definition of
all-mountain and more conservative riders would know at a passing glance that this bike is intended to conquer rough
terrain, high speed descents, and ugly rock gardens.

These realities are only strengthened in person thanks to beefy rocker arms working the brand’s patented Instant Center
Tracking (ICT) linkage and a 69-degree headtube angle. If such evidence weren’t enough, the Ellsworth catalog slaps the
Glimpse squarely between the cross-country category and big-hit section.

Climbing into the saddle reveals a firm chassis with a nice focused cockpit and a surprisingly rearward bias of the rider’s
weight. Even still the reach to the bars is comfortable with none of the torture rack treatment one associates with a
cross-country configuration.

The Ride

If asked to describe the Glimpse riding experience in a singe word, that word would be firm. A stout chassis coupled to
a linkage that doesn’t over exaggerate terrain imperfections results in a bike that seems to like to pound across the trail
rather than bounce through it. In case you suspect this to be a complaint, rest assured that thanks to a lack of pro-
pedal option, this rigidity works to the bike’s advantage by turning pedal mashes into bursts of forward acceleration with
minimal flex, squirming or bobbing.

Of course the downside is that we were never able to find the magic set up for small bump compliance. The reality about
the ICT system is that it works almost too well in that it has a tendency to force the fork into double-duty. As such take
your time with initial setup and don’t be afraid to delve into high rear-sag territory (we were running 25% on choppy
trails).

Whereas small bump compliance isn’t remarkable, the bike’s ability to handle square edge lips, ugly ledges, g-outs, flat
landings, and boulder hops is spot on. We found that any jolt rough enough to get the suspension moving past the first-
inch of its travel was devoured before it could transmit harshness to the rider. What this means to most of us is prepare
to find yourself seeking out the ugly lines! Half the fun of the Glimpse experience is deviating from the main line into the
rough stuff. Additionally, since the bike thrives on gobbling up the nasties, it doesn’t take long to start feeling
comfortable with picking up the pace even on unfamiliar terrain. We took our test bike up to one of the most exposed
root laden trails we know of and found pushing the upper gears of the middle chain ring an absolute hoot.

The extreme rearward bias of the rider weight doesn’t do the Glimpse too many favors in the climbing department as a
failure to consciously put some weight on the front wheel can result in wandering. However, traction is never a problem.
On the flip side, high-speed descents are stellar. Just like when pushing big-gears on the flats, the Glimpse refuses to
be tossed off line when the ground points downward. Stay seated, look far ahead, and trust in the chassis to take care of
the rest.

http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/bicycle-review-ellsworth-glimpse/[8/11/2010 9:53:45 AM]

Bike Festival Announces Block
Party Line Up

UPDATE: Lance Armstrong
Withdraws from the Leadville 100
Mountain Bike Race

Post #21185

Wheels 4 Life - The Film Now
Available

Local Ride’s McKirdy and Walter
Qualify for Worlds

LED Bike Lights Shootout3
104 Comments
2010 Mtbr Bike Lights Shootout
68 Comments

Godspeed Sheldon Brown: 1944-
2008

56 Comments

Norco 2009 Product Launch July
16-18

56 Comments
WeeHoo i-Go Child Trailer Review
53 Comments

Norco 2011 Range - All Mountain
6" travel bike

Norco 2011 Shinobi - All Mountain
29er

Ibis Mojo 2010 Review

Rocky Mountain Altitude 29er-
2010 - Review

Top Five Mountain Bike iPhone
Apps

LED Bike Lights Shootout3

117295 Views
2010 Mtbr Bike Lights Shootout

98886 Views

Destination Durango - Mountain
Biking Photos by Sterling Lorence
and Geoff Waugh

92768 Views

2008 Interbike Dirt Demo by KRob
- First Ride Impressions

91928 Views
Trek Remedy 9 Review with Video

90229 Views

Top Five Mountain Bike iPhone
Apps

77272 Views

Rocky Mountain Altitude 50 (2009)
- Review

76165 Views
Norco 2009 Product Launch July



http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/windham-world-cup-mountain-bike-festival-announces-block-party-line-up/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/windham-world-cup-mountain-bike-festival-announces-block-party-line-up/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/lance-armstrong-and-levi-leipheimer-set-to-race-the-leadville-100/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/lance-armstrong-and-levi-leipheimer-set-to-race-the-leadville-100/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/lance-armstrong-and-levi-leipheimer-set-to-race-the-leadville-100/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/21185/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/wheels-4-life-the-film-now-available/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/wheels-4-life-the-film-now-available/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/local-ride%e2%80%99s-mckirdy-and-walter-qualify-for-worlds/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/local-ride%e2%80%99s-mckirdy-and-walter-qualify-for-worlds/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/lights-shootout-introduction/#comments
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2010-mtbr-lights-shootout/#comments
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/godspeed-sheldon-brown-1944-2008/#comments
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/godspeed-sheldon-brown-1944-2008/#comments
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/norco-2009-product-launch-july-16-18/#comments
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/norco-2009-product-launch-july-16-18/#comments
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/weehoo-i-go-child-trailer-review/#comments
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/norco-2011-range-all-mountain-6-travel-bike/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/norco-2011-range-all-mountain-6-travel-bike/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/norco-2011-shinobi-all-mountain-29er/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/norco-2011-shinobi-all-mountain-29er/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/ibis-mojo-2010-review/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/rocky-mountain-altitude-29er-2010-review/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/rocky-mountain-altitude-29er-2010-review/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/mountain-bike-iphone-apps/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/mountain-bike-iphone-apps/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/lights-shootout-introduction/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2010-mtbr-lights-shootout/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/destination-durango-photos-by-sterling-lorence-and-geoff-waugh/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/destination-durango-photos-by-sterling-lorence-and-geoff-waugh/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/destination-durango-photos-by-sterling-lorence-and-geoff-waugh/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008-interbike-dirt-demo-by-krob/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008-interbike-dirt-demo-by-krob/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/trek-remedy-9/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/mountain-bike-iphone-apps/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/mountain-bike-iphone-apps/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/rocky-mountain-altitude-50-frameset-2009-review/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/rocky-mountain-altitude-50-frameset-2009-review/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/norco-2009-product-launch-july-16-18/

Bicycle Review: Ellsworth Glimpse | Mountain Bike News and Reviews

16-18

69669 Views

Cannondale Scalpel Team Pro
Review

65751 Views

New Cannondale RZ 120 and RZ
140

Odds & Ends

The Shimano SLX drivetrain is a perfect spec for this bike’s intended application and don’t be afraid to lube up the 60792 Views

cables even when new when it starts to feel a little stiff on the thumbs. Were it ours to keep, we would give serious

consideration to swapping out the stem for something even shorter to compensate for the rearward seating position.

Improved climbing prowess and slightly more confidence against wash-outs when flat-cornering would be welcome in

exchange for a bit of the bike’s impressive downhill manners. Finally, be sure to take Ellsworth’s sizing chart seriously or 29er Shootout
head to your dealer and try one on for size before plunking down your cash. As with Fuji’s bikes, we found that the
Glimpse tends to run on the large side of the sizing scale. In other words, this is no time to experiment with going up a
frame size bigger than you’re used to. Buyer's Guides

Bike Press Camp

Conclusion Feature Articles

. . o . . . Helmet ShootOut
The Ellsworth Glimpse has a lot going for it if your rides tend to take you into speeds that start to unsettle lesser trail

bikes. Sure it could be pressed into duty as a hard-pack singletrack cruiser but the rigidity of the chassis and particularly How To

the ICT linkage aren’t fully revealed until the going gets rough or the speeds start increasing. Concerns that this model Leadville 100
can’t boast being hand-built in the USA are moot thanks to impeccable quality assurance and the fact that this .

particular bike comes in at a cost of roughly half that of its catalog-mates is proof that change can be good. Lights Shootout

Press and News

This review has been brought to you by Mountain Bike Tales Digital Magazine. .
Pro Reviews

Product Launch
Related Posts

2010 Mtbr Bike Lights Shootout

Kona Coilair Supreme Review Race Coverage
Mountain Cycle Fury Frame Review Ride Reports
Rocky Mountain Altitude 50 (2009) - Review

Product Spotlight

San Diego Custom Bicycle Show

Top Ten - Top Five
Posted in Pro Reviews |Tags:Ellsworth, Glimpse, MBT, mountain bike review, mountain bike tales, Review | =1 No Comments »

August 2010

July 2010
Name June 2010

May 2010
Mail (will not be published) April 2010

March 2010

February 2010
January 2010
December 2009
November 2009
October 2009
September 2009
August 2009
Please note: Comment moderation is enabled and may delay your comment. There is no need to resubmit your comment. July 2009
June 2009
- ~ May 2009

I I April 2009

http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/bicycle-review-ellsworth-glimpse/[8/11/2010 9:53:45 AM]



http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/norco-2009-product-launch-july-16-18/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/cannondale-scalpel-team-pro-review/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/cannondale-scalpel-team-pro-review/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/new-cannondale-rz-120-and-rz-140/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/new-cannondale-rz-120-and-rz-140/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/29er-shootout/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/bike-press-camp/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/buyers-guides/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/feature-articles/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/helmet-shootout/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/diy/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/leadville-100/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/lights-shootout/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/press-and-news/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/pro-reviews/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/product-launch/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/product-showcase/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/race-coverage/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/ride-reports/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/san-diego-custom-bicycle-show/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/top-ten-top-five/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2010/08/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2010/07/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2010/06/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2010/05/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2010/04/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2010/03/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2010/02/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2010/01/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/12/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/11/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/10/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/09/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/08/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/07/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/06/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/05/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/04/
http://www.mountainbiketales.com/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/pro-reviews/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/tag/Ellsworth/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/tag/glimpse/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/tag/mbt/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/tag/mountain-bike-review/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/tag/mountain-bike-tales/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/tag/Review/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2010-mtbr-lights-shootout
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/kona-coilair-supreme-review
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/mountain-cycle-fury-frame-review
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/rocky-mountain-altitude-50-frameset-2009-review

Bicycle Review: Ellsworth Glimpse | Mountain Bike News and Reviews

‘a

thitaill

Type the two words:

L
K,

g

SubmitComment

March 2009
February 2009
January 2009
December 2008
November 2008
October 2008

| PRO REVIEWS | PRESS & NEWS | RIDE REPORTS | HOW TO |

Contact Us | About Us | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Advertising | Site Map

@ MtbREVIEW.com % RoadbikeREVIEW.com
E} PhotographyREVIEW.com E VideogameREVIEW.com
‘, AudioREVIEW.com Z CarREVIEW.com

Copyright © 1996-2008 All Rights Reserved.ConsumerREVIEW.com, a business unit of Invenda

http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/bicycle-review-ellsworth-glimpse/[8/11/2010 9:53:45 AM]

September 2008
August 2008
July 2008

June 2008

May 2008

April 2008
March 2008
February 2008
January 2008
December 2007
November 2007
October 2007
September 2007
August 2007
June 2007

RSS
Comments RSS

Login

ﬁ OutdoorREVIEW.com
1. ComputingREVIEW.com
. GolfREVIEW.com


http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/03/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/02/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2009/01/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/12/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/11/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/10/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/09/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/08/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/07/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/06/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/05/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/04/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/03/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/02/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2008/01/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2007/12/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2007/11/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2007/10/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2007/09/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2007/08/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/2007/06/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/feed/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/comments/feed/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/comments/feed/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/wp-admin/
http://www.mtbr.com/admin.shtml
http://www.consumerreview.com/channels/consumerreview/data/main/about_us.html
http://www.consumerreview.com/channels/consumerreview/data/main/terms.html
http://www.consumerreview.com/channels/consumerreview/data/main/privacy.html
http://www.consumerreview.com/channels/consumerreview/data/main/partner_services.html
http://reviews.mtbr.com/files/sitemap.xml
http://www.mtbr.com/
http://www.mtbr.com/
http://www.roadbikereview.com/
http://www.roadbikereview.com/
http://www.outdoorreview.com/
http://www.outdoorreview.com/
http://www.photographyreview.com/
http://www.photographyreview.com/
http://www.videogamereview.com/
http://www.videogamereview.com/
http://www.computingreview.com/
http://www.computingreview.com/
http://www.audioreview.com/
http://www.audioreview.com/
http://www.carreview.com/
http://www.carreview.com/
http://www.golfreview.com/
http://www.golfreview.com/
http://www.consumerreview.com/channels/consumerreview/data/main/copyright.html
http://www.invenda.com/
http://www.consumerreview.com/rss/rssgeneralcrx.aspx
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/pro-reviews/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/press-and-news/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/ride-reports/
http://reviews.mtbr.com/blog/category/diy/
javascript:Recaptcha.reload ();
javascript:Recaptcha.switch_type('audio');
http://recaptcha.net/popuphelp/

	mtbr.com
	Bicycle Review: Ellsworth Glimpse | Mountain Bike News and Reviews


	lldy1lbGxzd29ydGgtZ2xpbXBzZS8A: 
	form5: 
	q: 
	sa: 


	lldy1lbGxzd29ydGgtZ2xpbXBzZS8A: 
	form14: 
	author: 
	email: 
	comment: 
	submit: 
	recaptcha_response_field: 




